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18. Introduction to Subtraction
Introduce StudentS to the baSIc operatIon of SubtractIon
Introduce the “-” SIgn aS an InStructIon to Separate SetS
Introduce StudentS to the word dIfference
Learn that SubtractIon undoeS addItIon

•
•
•
•

Student needS: 
single blocks
worksheets

      30 minutes

group IntroductIon: 

begin by showing the “-” sign and asking students 
if they know what it is.
explain that it is also an instruction like the 
plus sign is an instruction. the minus sign is an 
instruction to subtract or separate.
write 5 - 3 on the board.
explain that the minus sign tells us to separate or 
take 3 away from 5.
Take five blocks and remove three from the group.
add the “=” sign and ask what 5 - 3 equals.
write the 2 after the equal sign explaining that 5 
- 3 is the same as 2 and we call 2 the difference.
Demonstrate the steps for the activity by doing two 
or three examples.

group actIVItY: 

Using the first worksheet:
Students put the blocks for the first and largest 
number, the minuend (9), in the rectangular box at 
the top of their paper.
Students take away the blocks indicated by the 
second number, the subtrahend (5), from the big 
box and put them in the box on the lower left side 
of their paper.
Students find the difference by counting the blocks 
that are left in the big box and record that in the 
box on the lower right side of their paper.
to check their work, students put the two sets of 
blocks back together and combine them.
Students see that when we subtract we start with 
the largest number, the sum, and we separate into 
two parts, the addends.
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Assessment:

doeS the Student:
count out the blocks for each minuend correctly
count out the blocks for each subtrahend correctly
manipulate the blocks to find the difference for each correctly
write the correct numbers

Differentiation:

reInforceMent:
Use smaller/larger numbers to vary the activity according to 
student ability.
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Independent worK:

Teacher fills out sets of worksheets using the 
blank worksheet for each student to complete 
individually.
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